Spread the word
The first and most important thing you can do is to get as many people on board and informed about what you are doing as possible. Tell your friends, family, high school, coffee shops, junior high, Sunday school, camps, clubs…anyone. 

Bake Sale (Amount raised: $2,000)
We baked a ton of cupcakes - selling them for $1 each during our school lunch, at sporting games and at church. Make sure you get permission beforehand. 

Door to Door ($2,000)
We went door to door in our neighborhood telling people about what we were doing and the many avenues in which they could help - either coming to an event, donating or simply being aware and supportive of our efforts.  

Garage Sales ($500)
Collect junk from your family and friends and sell it at a garage sale where the revenue generated goes to LiNK. Additionally, have an information table set up about what you are doing and where the money is going. 

School Dance ($6,000)
Everyone at my high school loves school dances! So we decided to throw a dance using a student DJ and the local church’s gym. We tried to get everything we needed to put on the event donated. We charged everyone $15 to get in and had shirts, food, drinks and candy available for purchase. The dance was jungle themed and attracted a large part of our student body! This was my favorite event we did.   

Change for Change Wars ($2,500)
Challenge each classroom to empty their pockets during the daily announcements and run their collected change to the library. 

Benefit Concerts ($1,500)
We threw a benefit concert with all our friends’ bands. We charged everyone $10 dollars to get in and had lots of food and drinks available.  

Matching Campaigns ($2,000)
Approach local businesses and tell them what you are doing. Ask them if they would be willing to match any money you raise from your fundraisers. You will be surprised at how much companies really want to donate. 

Fashion Show ($700)
Throw a fashion show, asking local stores and boutiques to lend their clothes for the night. It is great advertising for them and so much fun for everyone to come to. We charged $5 at the door. 

Tag onto what your school is already doing
Your school and community already have a lot of different events going on. Tag onto them. Have a concession stand at a football or basketball game. Sell sweets at the play. Set up a table at back-to-school night.  

Book Drives ($250)
Ask for old books that people no longer want. Collect as many as you can and host a book sale. We charged anywhere from $1 to $5 for each book. 

Teach A Class
If you are a college student, start a class. At UC Berkeley, my club and I were able to facilitate a course that adequately informed and inspired students to do more. 

Make T-Shirts
Make cool t-shirts to sell. At our club at UC Berkeley, we made over $15,000 selling t-shirts to everyone on campus - dorms, sororities and different clubs. It easily and effectively raises awareness.
